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e drive down I-75 to Macon, GA is a picturesque
scene full of boiled peanut stands, antique malls and
Asian massage parlor billboards. The billboards are

everywhere, and in Macon, they seem to be the major ad-
vertisements on the road. But who cares? It’s just sex—the
oldest profession in the world. Right?

You might not realize that massage parlors are success-

ful fronts for sex trafficking. But sex trafficking is such a
technical term. At least, that’s what I thought a year ago
before I got involved in some social justice classes at Mercer
University. So let me break it down for you—slavery. Sex
trafficking is slavery. It is rape for profit, affecting millions
of women and children every year.

I used to think that sex trafficking was something that hap-
pened far away. I should be sad about it, but there wasn’t
much I could do. It’s like genocide—it’s really bad, but I
can’t go over and personally stop an evil dictator from an-
nihilating mass populations of people. It was one of those
things I tacked hopefully on to the end of my prayer list.
God would take care of it. Silly me. I am how God takes
care of it.

What I learned at Mercer was the selfless courage of Jesus.
Then I learned what it means to be Baptist—those four frag-
ile freedoms. And I saw a movie including an interview with
a Darfur refugee. He said, “Now we have hope that this will
end because the Americans are here. We know the Ameri-
cans will not let this stand . . . because Americans stand for
freedom.”

So I asked myself, if this is how I'm supposed to act, then
what am I doing? Am I living up to these great expecta-
tions? The answer was an emphatic NO. I started research-
ing, and I realized that sex trafficking is not in a far off
country. Macon has more Asian massage parlors than
Washington D.C. and more parlors per capita than San
Francisco. Traffickers make more than $32 billion in profit
each year, children as young as six are raped every day for
this business, and a pimp will approach a young homeless
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By Hanna Vann, senior at Mercer University and president and
co-founder of STOP (Sex Trafficking Opposition Project).

ity

girl in Atlanta within 72 hours on the street.

What we didn’t know was how to be effective. Trafficking
and exploitation were happening a mile from where I live,
and I was doing nothing. So we started with action—press
releases, media interviews, speeches at City Council, letters
to the editor—all of which sound pretty small and insignifi-
cant, but they worked.

Our seemingly small efforts led to community-wide ac-
tion. What began as a paragraph-long letter, resulted in the
rescue of a teenage victim from a Macon spa. Our success
moved us to host a national conference on sex trafficking at
Mercer where we asked people to go home and alert others.
Now police trainings and church meetings are happening
all across Georgia.

See, that’s the beauty of activism. Even though it might feel
like you are all alone, you are never alone. We are part of
something bigger. ¢

Ways your community
can get involved

‘I Educate yourselves to the problem.
'
_)_ Tell someone.

Contact STOP (Web site is stopsexslavery.

Qj org. Email: mercerstop@gmail.com for
sex trafficking training for church mem-
bers.

Work with other churches in the commu-
4! nity to form a task force to address these
issues.

~ Work with your city council and law
9 enforcement to tackle the issue in your
community.



Taking a risk on the right side of history

By David Key, director of Baptist Studies, Emory University

en one looks at social justice in Baptist history, it
W:‘s usually in terms that are singular. What I mean is
that our Baptist marks on social justice are focused
on Baptist individuals and not Baptist organizations.

Why do Baptist denominations have such a hard time tak-
ing controversial stands and making a difference for justice
in the world? I would argue that our polity has everything
to do with it.

I tell my Baptist History, Theology and Polity students

that it is no coincidence that Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Walter Rauschenbusch (the founder of the social gospel
movement) were both ministers in the Baptist traditions. If
they had been in other religious traditions, especially those
connectional ones (the ones with bishops), these two men
might not have taken the stands necessary to make their
marks in history.

Local church autonomy and soul competency allow for the
Baptist ministers to shine when they take the risk on the

right side of history. The same is true for the Baptist layper-
son. You need the individual freedom and church freedom
as ingredients in the equation at least on the singular level.

It plays the opposite way when it is plural. Groups of Bap-
tists have the hardest time coming to consensus. If major-
ity voting rules in parliamentary procedures, then Baptists
fragment over the controversial stuff.

Even if the group can stay together, the local church leader-
ship becomes apathetic when they feel that the denomina-
tion or mission society has lost touch with them and their
values. If they feel strongly about it, the money allocated
dries up. This reality makes most Baptist groups too cau-
tious to be prophetic in the social justice arena. They don’t
want to lose the money.

I say all of this to encourage you not to waste your time
trying to get Baptist organizations to take leadership in the
social justice arena, but instead make your personal com-
mitment to social justice and start working on it today. ¢
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The BHC newsletter comes to you five times a year with information about Baptists, editorials, history
articles and articles of interest from writers throughout Georgia and beyond.

The cost of printing these newsletters continues to grow, with printing costs and postage increasing
with each issue. We are making some changes and will start using more electronic publications.

Consider using our Web site: baptistheritagecouncil.com where you and your church can read articles
We will also start sending the newsletter by e-mail to all those who want to receive it in that way. This
will save us money as we try to conserve what our contributors give us.

We will continue to give you information that is pertinent to you and to your Baptist church and hope
that you will continue to support us through your giving as we look for ways to conserve.

If you want to receive your newsletter via e-mail, please let us know. You may e-mail us at baptistheri-
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1 Join the Baptist Heritage Council—

j Join Traditional Baptists

I Name Phone ( ) -

1 Address Fax ( ) -

I City State Zip

I Church Assn

I E-mail address

I Baptist Heritage receives no money from churches, associations or

I denominations. Baptist Heritage Council solicits voluntary contributions from
individuals who feel convicted to give. We ask that you give as much as you can to

I help us with the work of educating the people of Georgia. Contributions are tax

l deductible.

I Individual Membership $50 Your contribution: $

| Students & Seniors $25 Mail to: Baptist Heritage Council
Sustaining Members $500 PO Box 49453

[ Patron $1,000 Athens, GA 30604-9453

Baptist Heritage Council
P.O. Box 49453
Athens, GA 30604-9453

return service requested

A Phone: 706.583.8618

o FAX: 706.549.8280
E e-mail: baptistheritage@bellsouth.net

Our Mission. . .

The Baptist Heritage Council
is dedicated to the task

of communicating the gospel
and educating the laity

of Georgia.

We will function with Christ
as our model and

Baptist principles

as our guide,

to help strengthen

churches and individuals

to understand better

who we are as Baptists

and Christians.
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Visit our Web site at

www.baptistheritagecouncil.com
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